Dear colleagues,

| have the privilege to open the official session of the Third Symposium of the Romanian
Paleontologists' Society, which will proceed during the following three days at “Al. |. Cuza” University
of lasi, the oldest university in the country.

The “Al. |. Cuza” University, by its Department of Geology and Paleontology, and the Romanian
Academy, the lasi branch are the main organizators of this scientific meeeting.

On this special occasion, | want to wish you all “Welcome to lasi”, coming from the Organization
Committee, and from Department of Geology and Paleontology, and we hope that together we will
ensure an academic level for this scientific meeting.

| especially appreciate our distinguished foreign colleagues who came to lasi, in order to present
their scientific results.

We deeply regret, but today, among us, there are no longer some of the best paleontologists,
stratigraphists and geologists, people with a high ethic and scientific level. | mention here the
Professor lon Bancila, Member of the Romanian Academy, a friend and an admirer of lagi, the
Professor Nicolae Mészaros from Cluj University, the Vice-president of this symposium, and our
colleague Petre Samson, one great paleontologist from the “Emil Racovitd” Speleological Institute of
Bucharest.

Yesterday, we lost one of the most appreciated geologists from lasi, the geological technician
Vasile Coliban. He was a skilful person, with a rare modesty and a great character.

In their memory, | propose a solitary moment.

Dear colleagues, the Romanian Paleontologists’ Society is a non-governmental, non-profit
scientific society. Its main role is to promote and to support the paleontological, biostratigraphical and
geological research in Romania.

Also, it spreads its authority to other tangential geological fields, and offer applicability for the
results of the previous research orientations. It refers to the sedimentological, paleoecological and
paleoenvironmental complex research, based on the fundamental research results previously
mentioned.

Usually, the fundamental researches in all areas, as well as Paleontology and Biostratigraphy,
have been proceeded mostly inside universities. The practical researches have focused certain topics,
more or less applicable, which should be proceeded in specialized institutions.

There has been a strong connection between these two factors, responsible for the promotion and
the support of the scientific research. The university is the only one that permanently provides with
specialized human material, besides the scientific results. Afterwards, this material carried on and
developed the research in specialized institutions.

Today, this organic bound is seriously shaken and | might say endangered due to the absence of
funds necessary for the research.

In spite the numerous mobility facilities offered by different international programs, the funds
provided for research by the responsible financial factors are insufficient.

We all know that the progress and the evolution of one society mostly depends on the scientific
research of that society and the application of its results in the economy.

These researches are impossible without adequate finances. Thus, the financial efforts done by
the paleontologists and stratigraphists are huge.

The present research, supplied only by grants, is not enough in order to solve these problems.

The young researchers leave us due to the financial lack, which means a great handicap for our
country's future.

Thus, | consider that the role of the Romanian Paleontologists’ Society is to make a stronger
connection with all responsible factors, the ones who officially subsidize the research as well as the
people who carry on the up mention researches in order not to disappear.

This is an alarm signal | want to point out from the stand of the National Paleontologists’
Symposium. Nowhere around the world, the paleontological and biostratigraphical research is not
guided by some fortuitous contracts, but it is subsidized by adequate ministries or great companies.

In our country, this sponsor chain is broken off or poorly works.

There are expected immediate results with a fast applicability, which is impossible when there is no
money and an economy which always delays to develop.



On these rough terms in which scientific research generally stands, especially the paleontological
and biostratigraphical research, | appreciate you all who came to lagi, | congratulate you for your
proved will, | respect you for the passion you show, in your scientific research, as well as for your
results.

I hope that the meeting from lagi, during this symposium will represent a turning point for a realistic
approaching in paleontological and biostratigraphical research from Romania and, also, a solidarity
moment for all who are responsible for sustaining and promoting the researchers in this field.

We cannot give up the geological research of Romanian territory; it is our duty to carry on the
ancestors’ traditions and to prepare the support for the younger generation of geologists who continue
to form.

The moment | started organizing this symposium | felt all the obstacles and lacks in the research
fields, with the refusal of some great oil and gas companies from Romania to subsidize us,

These are the remarkable sponsors:
The National Agency of Mineral Resources, Bucharest
- President: Mrs. luliana Stratulat, Ph. D.;
- General manager: Mr. Laurentiu Bogatu, Ph. D.:
‘Hemaco Romania Ltd” T&TT Found, Bucharest:;
S.C. “Marmura” Company — Bucharest.
S.C. "Foraj Sonde" S.A. Moreni
- General manager: Mr. eng. Vasile Juravle;
S.C."DAS" S/A., lasi
- General manager: Mr, eng. Gheorghe Avram;
S.C."Baco" S.R.L., lasi, with the help of Mr. Corneliu Horaicu, Ph.D.
S.C."Combeton" S A, lasi, with the help of Mr. Corneliu Horaicu ,Ph.D.
S.C."Ghia & Florea" SR.L., Husi
- General manager: Mr. Cella Francesco, with the help of Mrs. Alina Lazar, Ph. D.
student.
S.C."Dorex Rom" S.R.L., Husi
- General manager: Mr. Petry Pascal, with the help of Mrs. Alina Lazar, Ph. D.
student.
S.C."Acvamold" S.R.L., lasi, with the help of Mr. Sever Dragomir, Ph.D.

Now it is the moment to thank all colleagues from Organizing Committee, Ph. D., Master students
and Ph.D. students who gave their help and support in organizing this important meeting of Romanian
Paleontologists. -

Please, now | would like especially to say some words to our foreign guests. Welcome to the
University of lasi |

| am very glad to have you as distinguished guests in our Geological Department of the University
"Al. 1. Cuza" of lasi, occasioned by the Third Romanian Symposium on Paleontology.

I hope that this symposium will offer you the possibility to know our preoccupation, with the
different branches of Paleontology and Biostratigraphy. Also, you will have the possibility to exchange
ideas and opinions with our colleagues concemning different problems of Paleontological and
Biostratigraphical researches.

Finally, all of you will find out by field trips the geological characteristics of this region of Moldavia
and the touristic richness and beauty of the North region of Romania, named Bucovina,

We hope to be for you a good host and we will be glad if you are satisfied.

Thank you very much for your presence in our Third Romanian Paleontological Symposium of lasi.

General secretary of Symposium,

Professor Leonard OLARU, Ph.D.
Head of Department of Geology—PaIeontology
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