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The First National Symposium of Palaeontology was held
in Bucharest between 17th-18th October 1997, and was
hosted by the Department of Geology and Palaeontology,
Faculty of Geology and Geophysics, University of
Bucharest. This symposium marked 17 years of scientific
activities of the Romanian Palaeontological Society,
celebrated with 77 scientific contributions - of which 4
belonged to colleagues from abroad (Moldova and
Morocco). Prof. Emil Constantinescu, at the time
President of Romania, was the official guest of this first
symposium and presented a laudatio for Professor
Theodor Neagu, Member of the Romanian Academy,
who was celebrating his 65" birthday. Prof.
Constantinescu characterized Prof. Neagu as “an
exceptional scientific personality, belonging to the
international academic community”. With the same
occasion, Prof. Constantinescu remembered “the
illustrious names of our forerunners, pioneers of
Palaeontology at the University of Bucharest, such as
Prof. Gregoriu Stefanescu (Fig. 1), Prof. Sabba
Stefanescu (Fig. 2), Prof. Ion Simionescu (Fig. 3), Prof.
Sava Athanasiu (Fig. 4), Prof. Miltiade Filipescu and
Prof. lon Z. Barbu, together with other illustrious
geologists such as Prof. Grigore Cobalcescu, Prof.
Ludovic Mrazec, Prof. Gheorghe Macovei, or Prof. lon
Atanasiu”.

Furthermore, Prof. Constantinescu acknowledged that
“organizing such a scientific event, having such a large
and impressive attendance, is meant to revitalize
Palaeontology, but as well as Geology, as vibrant
sciences. Such meetings should make us more optimistic
when we examine tendencies of other research fields”. He
also recalled from his position the words of Prof.
Gregoriu Stefanescu “regardless the fields of your
careers, you must not discourage, you must live
within the sensible light of science, permanently
questioning yourselves about improving your knowledge,
and improving your country, until you may reach the true
bliss knowing that you did something for the progress of
science, and of humankind”. These were valuable words
for the new historical reality which we witness today.

The promoter and organizer of this first national
symposium was Prof. Ovidiu Dragastan, head of
Department of Geology and Palaeontology, together with
his younger colleagues Assoc. Prof. luliana Lazar, Assoc.
Prof. Mihai E. Popa, Assoc. Prof. Marius Stoica, Assoc.
Prof. Zoltan Csiki-Sava and Lecturer Alexandru
Andragsanu (Fig. 5). During the last 17 years, the
Romanian Symposium of Palaeontology became an

Fig. 1 Prof. Gregoriu Stefanescu (1838-1911). Professor of
Geology and Mineralogy, organizer of the Geological Museum,
and author of the first geological map of Romania (family
archive); Fig. 2 Prof. Sabba Stefanescu (1857-1931). Professor
of Palaeontology at the Faculty of Science, founder of the first
Laboratory of Palaeontology and author of important/significant
studies (family archive); Fig. 3 Prof. lon Simionescu (1873-
1944). Distinguished Professor of Palaeontology and
remarkable natural sciences writer (family archive); Fig. 4 Prof.
Sava C. Atanasiu (1861-1946). Professor of Geology, editor of
the geological map of the East Carpathians (family archive).

important regular scientific meeting. We offer here a
general survey of the contributions presented at each
symposium and published within the seven volumes of
Acta Palaeontologica Romaniae, tabulated according to
topics and contributions (Table 1). A total of 347
palaeontological papers were published in the seven
proceedings volumes. Starting with volume 8 (2012),
Acta Palaeontologica Romaniae changed from a
symposium proceedings volume to a regular journal. The
Romanian symposia of Palaeontology are held biannually
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Fig. 5 The organizing team of the First National Symposium of Palaeontology: Prof. Ovidiu Dragastan, head of
the Department of Geology and Palaeontology, together with his younger colleagues Assoc. Prof. luliana Lazar,
Assoc. Prof. Mihai E. Popa, Assoc. Prof. Marius Stoica, Assoc. Prof. Zoltan Csiki-Sava and Lecturer Alexandru
Andrasanu

Table 1 Contributions presented at each symposium and published in the seven volumes of
Acta Palaeontologica Romaniae, arranged by topics.

Fields of research Vol.1 | Vol. 1l | Vol. Il | Vol.1V | Vol.V | Vol. VI | Vol. VII
1997 2000 2002 2004 2005 2008 2011

Invertebrate 11 16 10 7 8 6 2

Palaeontology

Vertebrate 14 4 4 7 11 5 8

Palaeontology

Palaeobotany 6 5 - 1 2 - 2

Palaeoalgology 2 8 2 2 2 3 2

Palynology 2 7 4 4 5 6 4

Nannoplankton 7 6 1 2 2 2 3

Micropalaeontology 11 10 4 16 12 3 4

and microfacies

Quaternary 1 - - - - 2 -

Palaeontology

Lithostratigraphy and 4 - 4 1 3 - 2

sedimentology

Palaesogeography and 2 2 3 1 - 1 2

palaeoclimatology

Stratigraphy 3 3 7 6 2 4 4

Palaeoecology 3 - 3 - 3 2 1

Trace fossils 1 3 - - 2 - -

Total published 67 68 44 47 52 34 34

papers

with international participation, the place of venue
rotating between different palaeontogical research centers
in Romania: Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca and Iasi,. Each
conference proceedings volume included an average of
50 papers, dealing with various topics in Palaeontology
and Stratigraphy. The contributions presented and
published yielded original field data from almost all
major tectonic units of Romania, the Carpathians, their
foreland or the surrounding platform areas, including
well-studied basins such as: Dacian, Transylvanian, or
Pannonian Basins, the Moldavian Platform, and
Dobrogea. Is important to emphasize the presence of
foreign contributions, from Europe (Germany, Italy,
France, United Kingdom, Bulgaria, Poland, Czech
Republic, Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland,
Hungary, Moldova, Ukraine), from Russia, from the
United States (Smithsonian Institution and, Woods Hole
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Institute), from Africa (Morocco, Senegal), and from
Asia (Kazakhstan, Iran, China). Moreover, several new
genera and species were erected and described, or new
lithostratigraphic, tectonic and biostratigraphic units
designated and defined.

All these results lead to the increase of the international
significance of the Romanian symposia of Palaeontology,
the papers published mainly in English in Acta
Palaeontologica Romaniae achieving a greater impact. An
important step forward in this respect was the setting up
of a website (organized and mantained by Dr. Daniel
Tabara, Univeristy of lasi) that allowed online access to
the volume contents, including the papers published in
volumes 1] to Vil (http://www.geo-
paleontologica.org/actapalrom/index.html).

It is important to mention the efforts recquired for
organizing the different Symposia of Palaeontology, and
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for editing each volume of Acta, as we have to thank our
colleagues for their financial and managerial efforts in
publishing the volumes at the highest standards.
Colleagues editing the successive volumes include: for
volume | (1997) Editor: Ovidiu Dragastan and his team
(Alexandru Andrasanu, Zoltan Csiki, Iulia Lazar, Mihai
Popa and Marius Stoica; Fig. 5), for volume Il (2000),
Editors: loan I. Bucur and Sorin Filipescu, for volume 111
(2002), Editor: Leonard Olaru, for volume IV (2004),
Editors: Vlad A. Codrea, lustinian Petrescu and Paul E.
Dica, for volume V (2005), Editors: Zoltan Csiki, Dan
Grigorescu and luliana Lazar, for volume VI (2008),
Editors: Daniel Tabard and Leonard Olaru, and for
volume VII (2011), Editors: loan I. Bucur, Emanoil
Sasaran and Dana Pop.

The international impact of the contributions

published in volumes I-VII of Acta Palaeontologica
Romaniae is mirrored by the large number of volume or
reprints exchanges with Europe, the United States, Asia
and Africa. Requests came from Germany (Erlangen,
Bochum, Berlin, Tubingen), France (Paris, Brest, Lyon,
Marseille), Austria (Leoben, Salzburg), Poland (Krakow),
Bulgaria (Sofia), Serbia (Belgrade), Czech Republic
(Prague), Croatia (Zagreb), Spain (Madrid, Barcelona),
Slovenia (Ljubljana), Italy (Rome), The Netherlands
(Utrecht), United Kingdom (London, Bristol), Greece
(Athens), Turkey (Izmir), India (Lucknow), from within
the United States (Boston University, Harvard University
- Cambridge, Berkeley University, Miami University,
Smithsonian Institution, US Geological Survey — Reston,
Florida), and recently from Iran. . Collaborations were
also set up with several of these universities and
institutes, and some of their results were already
published in the 7 volumes of Acta Palaeontologica
Romaniae.
We acknowledge the activity of the members of the
Romanian Society of Palaeontologists, and especially the
average rate of 50 papers per symposium. The impacts of
the papers and their international authorship demonstrate
the high quality of the presentations held, covering topics
from both Romania and abroad.
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