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Academician Professor Theodor Neagu 

presenting his acceptance discourse to the 

Romanian Academy (Photo Mihai E. Popa) 

Academician Professor Theodor Neagu at his 80’s anniversary 

 

 
This year, Academician Professor Theodor Neagu 

celebrated eight decades of life. A symbol of 

Romanian paleontology and micropaleontology, 

Prof. Neagu has always been a passionate of 

Natural Sciences, a gifted and generous teacher, an 

internationally recognized researcher. As university 

professor and researcher he has chosen 

Paleontology as his main interest, but his 

colleagues and students had also often experienced 

his passion for Botanics, and for Natural Sciences 

in general. In the field of Paleontology, the 

essential contribution of Prof. Neagu concerned the 

Mesozoic foraminifers; nevertheless, he has shared 

many times his expertise on other fossil organisms, 

as well, both invertebrates and vertebrates.  

I personally did not have the chance to be his 

student, but I could often learn about his 

pedagogical skills and passion from our colleagues 

at the University of Bucharest. However, during 

my last years of study, as an undergraduate student 

at the Babeş-Bolyai University, I was asking for his 

support in checking my micropaleontological 

determinations; he was extremely generous in 

accepting to support the beginner that I was at that 

time. This generosity was manifest along all these 

decades, during which Prof. Neagu shared with all 

those interested his office, personal library and   

vast knowledge. 

I have fully benefited from his support, and thus I 

will be always grateful to him. Doubtlessly, the 

main scientific contribution of Prof. Neagu focused 

on foraminiferal micropaleontology. He has studied 

in detail the whole range of Mesozoic, mainly 

Cretaceous, planktonic to benthic calcareous, as 

well as agglutinated foraminifera. The results have 

been published in more than 130 papers and several 

monographic works (e.g., The stratigraphic and 

micropaleontological study of the Upper 

Cretaceous deposits between the Buzău and Râul 

Negru valleys, Eastern Carpathians, in 1970, or the 

Monograph of the Eocretaceous foraminiferal 

fauna from the Dâmbovicioara Couloir, Codlea 

and Perşani Mountains, in 1975). A significant part 

of his scientific papers, especially those concerning 

the Early Cretaceous foraminiferal fauna from 

Dobrogea, were published in journals abroad. 

Based on exceptionally well-preserved 

paleontological material, Prof. Neagu has described 

tens of new genera and hundreds of new species of 

benthic foraminifera. Nevertheless, besides this 

essential contribution to the general paleontological 

inventory, his studies have also provided new and 

significant stratigraphical, paleoecological and 

paleogeographical data.  

As a generous and talented teacher, Prof. Neagu 

has mentored several generations of passionate 

specialists in the fields of paleontology and 

micropaleontology. But he was not only open to 

helping the newcomers in the field; he was also 

acknowledging the merits of his foregoers. When 

honoring paleontology in general, Prof. Neagu was 

always remembering the founders of the Romanian 

paleontology, especially those who had created the 

Bucharest school: Gregoriu Ștefănescu, Sabba 

Ștefănescu, and Ioan Simionescu. With certainty, 

Prof. Neagu has continued and further developed 

this valuable tradition, becoming a school founder 

himself, and an internationally recognized 

researcher.  

The scientific merits of Prof. Neagu were 

acknowledged at national scale in 1993, when he 

was elected corresponding member of the 

Romanian Academy, while in 2001 he then became 

a full member of this prestigious institution. His 

discourse in the plenary session of the Academy, 

held with the occasion of his acceptance, 

represented an example of deep veneration for his 

predecessors, and the passionate legacy of a career 

and a destiny.  

Happy anniversary, Academician Professor Neagu! 

We wish you a long life in good health, 

accomplished with new results in the miraculous 

field of paleontology and micropaleontology.

 

Ioan I. Bucur 

 


