The First Romanian National Symposium on Palaeontology.

The First National Symposium on Palaeontology was held between 17 and 18 October 1997 in
the Faculty of Geology and Geophysics, the University of Bucharest.

This meeting gathered over 100 Romanian and foreign palaeontologists (teaching staff and
researchers).

The Symposium was organised by the University of Bucharest, the Romanian Academy and the
Society of Romanian Palaeontologists, with the participation of the universities of lassy and Cluj, the
Geological Survey of Romania and the Institute of Speleology.

The topics covered important research fields, regarding the geology of Romania and, espécially,
the use of palaeontological sciences in solving practical problems concerning the oil, gas and coal
industry: New frends in the Romanian Palaeontology, Invertebrate and vertebrate Palaeontology,
Micropalaeontology, Palaeobotany and Palynology, Palaeoecology, Biostratigraphy, Taphonomy and
the Science of Fossil Traces.

During the reunion, prestigious personalities of the Romanian geology presented their work:
Acad.Prof. lon Bancil&, Ph.D, Acad.Prof. Mircea Sandulescu, Ph.D., Prof.Sc. R&zvan Givulescu, Ph.D.D.
- Honorary Member of the Romanian Academy, Prof. Liviu lonesi Ph.D.D.Sc. - Corresponding Member
of the Romanian Academy, Prof. Nicolae Meszaros, Ph.D, Costin R&dulescu, Ph.D - Corresponding
Member of the Romanian Academy.and other members of the teaching staff, researchers in the field of
geology from faculties, museums and research institutes.

The meeting was dedicated to the anniversary of 65 years of life of Prof. Theodor Neagu,
Ph.D.D.Sc., Corresponding Member of the Romanian Academy, an internationally recognised
palaeontologist and micropalaeontologist, school founder and patriot. He developed the science of
Micropalaeontology and the research in the field of oil and gas, publishing papers in prestigious foreign
periodicals; in the world of foraminifera, Professor Neagu discovered new genera, species and families,
employing these microfossils for applicative purposes, widely used today by the oil industry.

Professor Ph.D. Emil Constantinescu, President of Romania, honorary guest of this meeting,
inaugurated the official opening of the symposium.

Acad.Prof. lon Bancild, Ph.D., the age dean of the Romanian geologists, presented the greeting
of the Romanian Academy, showing how he met and collaborated in the field of geology with one of his
younger colleagues, Professor Neagu. In answer, Professor Neagu gave an inaugural speech of the
meeting.

On this occasion, it was agreed that the Symposium of Palaeontology would be regularly held
every two years, being organised by universities or research institutes, entering in the international
meetings circuit from this year on. ;

The papers of the symposium will be published in a special volume named Acta Palaeontologica
Romaniae. For the organisation of the Symposium various sponsors were approached. On this occasion,
the Organising Committee wishes to thank everyone who funded the event: the Commercial Romanian
Bank, Romgaz, Amoco, Enterprise, Prospectiuni S.A., Mineral & Aqua (in the order of the value of their
contribution).

In the end, we wish to emphasize that this scientific event is the expression of the elevated
Romanian research spirit, developed by a long academic tradition, with a wide international opening, a
proof of the valour of the Roranian school of palaeontology.

Prof.Ph.D. Ovidiu Dragastan
Head of the Department of Geology and Palaeontology
University of Bucharest
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