Opening speech - Prof. Dy Ovidiu Dragastan,
Symposium organiser

Ladies and Gentlemen,

A very pleasant and honouring
mission is incumbent on me, that of
heading today - on behalf of the Organising
Committee of the First National Symposium
on Palaeontology - the opening ceremony
of the proceedings of this scientific reunion,
which receives as honorary guest Prof. Emil
Constantinescu, Ph.D., President of
Romania.

We consider this moment to
represent a peak in the growth of the
potentlial of geosciences, in other words of
the Romanian school of geology, In-
universities, the Romanian Academy,
research institutes and museums. Today we
have the privilege of receiving the message
of the President of Romania, Professor Emil
Constantinescu who by his lifelong
experience of accomplished teacher
identifies himself with the great political and
scientific turmoils which preface the
beginning of a new century.

In this festive environment, let me
give the floor to Professor Dr. Emil
Constantinescu who will open the
proceedings of the symposium.
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